	21 Jan 2008
	Office of the First Minister And Deputy First Minister Northern Ireland Assembly debate
Martin McGuinness deputy First Minister
A shared future policy and strategic framework for good relations for here is an inherited policy from the previous Administration. However, as stated previously, we are fully committed to promoting the interests of the whole community towards the goal of a shared and better future and a prosperous, peaceful and settled society.

It is, therefore, a key priority of the Executive to increase budgets dramatically in order to resource work to achieve those objectives. Having considered the progress, we are working on detailed proposals for a programme of cohesion and integration, which we will bring to the Committee for the Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister for consideration. Key objectives, actions and targets will be developed in the context of those proposals.

	April 2008
	Office of the First Minister And deputy First Minister Northern Ireland

Assembly debates
Martin McGuinness Deputy First Minister
As we have stated on many occasions, we are fully committed to building a shared and better future for all. We will introduce a programme of cohesion, sharing and integration to tackle sectarianism and racism, which will refresh the previous Administration’s separate but associated policies on good relations and good racerelations.

	Oct 2008
	NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY Monday 6 October 2008

Private Members’ Business

Strategy for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration

Motion agreed
That this Assembly expresses its concern at the delayed publication of the Strategy for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration; calls on the First Minister and deputy First Minister to publish their strategy without further delay and to detail how this strategy will promote reconciliation, the ideal of a truly shared future and how it will help the Executive’s commitment to eradicate poverty; and calls on the Executive to meet immediately to commit to producing an action plan, led by the Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister, to tackle segregation in schools, housing and leisure facilities.

	Feb 2010
	OFMdFM statement

A spokesperson for OFMDFM said: "The outstanding issues around Cohesion,

Sharing and Integration have been resolved and the final draft of the document is

Being  prepared. The Department is committed to a full public consultation.

	27 July 2010
	First Minister Rt. Hon Peter Robinson MLA and deputy First Minister Martin

McGuinness MP MLA launched the Programme for Cohesion, Sharing and

Integration (CSI) for public consultation on 27 July 2010.

Details of the public meetings, including venues and times, made available on the

OFMdFM website.

	Sept & Oct 2010
	OFMdFM officials held 11 public meetings and the 15 targeted sectoral meetings

at a range of venues across the region

	5 Nov 2010
	CSI consultation formally closed.

Towards A Shared Society? - Community Relations Council's response to CSI

consultation published

	19 Nov 2010
	Written Answer to Question AQO 251/11- how many responses have been received to date on the consultation on the Draft Programme for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration.

First Minister and deputy First Minister (Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness):

At present, more than 200 responses to the draft consultation have been received. These responses, along with the wealth of views and material gathered from the 11 public meetings and the 15 targeted sectoral meetings held at a range of venues during September and October, will now be analysed. We are anticipating that we receive an initial report on the findings of the consultation before Christmas 2010

	Dec 2010
	CSI initial report drafted and undergoing fact checking exercise by officials

	19 Jan 2011
	Budget 2011-15; Briefing by the First Minister and the deputy First Minister,

19th January 2011

Deputy First Minister: Complimenting our efforts on creating opportunities and

tackling disadvantage is our draft programme for cohesion, sharing and integration

(CSI), which, as the Committee is aware, has recently been the subject of extensive

consultation. We are currently considering the next steps in that regard, which will

include a leadership role for us in taking forward cross-departmental programmes

around priority areas such as interfaces, and contested spaces, intervention for

youths at risk of violence, respecting cultures, and tacling hate crimes. We will, of

course, discuss the proposed way forward with the Committee.

To read the discussion on CSI go to

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/committees2010/OFMDFM/110119_Budget2

011-15.htm


	7 Feb 2011
	Assembly ORAL Q & A

Programme for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration

· When their Department will publish its response to the consultation on the draft programme for cohesion, sharing and integration.

· Does the deputy First Minister not agree that there is an urgency to publish the strategy to deal with sectarianism and other forms of hate crime? When exactly might we see the launch of the final given the amount of adverse comment that there was on it?

· Does the deputy First Minister agree that all parties, including the SDLP and the Alliance Party, should start to act constructively in the process, including bringing forward their proposals for the Departments over which they have responsibility?

· Can the deputy First Minister give an assurance that that programme will

actually be published before the end of this Assembly

For answers go to

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2010/110207.htm#a8

	11 Feb 2011
	Assembly Business - Written Q&A

Cohesion, Sharing and Integration Consultation

Mr C McDevitt asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister to detail (i) the outcome of the recent Cohesion, Sharing and Integration consultation; (ii) when the

responses to the consultation will be published; and (iii) when the independent analysis will be published. (AQW 3737/11)

First Minister and deputy First Minister: The consultation attracted well over 200 written responses and included the wealth of views and material gathered from 11 public meetings and 15 targeted sectoral meetings which were held at a range of locations during September and October last year. The report on the independent  analysis of the consultation responses was completed in early January and the findings will be sent to us shortly to inform our considerations. We intend to publish a summary of the consultation responses in due course.

Programme for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration

Mr J McCallister asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister when they will publish the final Programme for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration. (AQO 961/11)First Minister and deputy First Minister: The draft report on the analysis of the consultation responses will be passed to us shortly to inform our deliberations. We were heartened by the interest, effort and engagement of all those who took part in the consultation and we want to give the views of all those people due consideration as we look at how we will build on and strengthen the document. We intend to have all the responses published on the website in due course along with the results of the analysis.

	25 May 2011
	Committee for the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First

MinisterOfficial report (Hansard) first day brief


Mr. M. McGuinness deputy First  Minister

We carried out an extensive consultation exercise on the programme for cohesion, sharing and integration last year. The responses have been analysed independently and a report provided. The five main political parties have agreed to appoint representatives to a working group that will seek consensus on issues that will enable the publication of a cohesion, sharing and integration strategy. That group will consider the consultation responses, and all departments will be asked for their input. All consultation responses will be shared with the working group as well as the committee. A road map that sets out the steps and timetable for the strategy and a robust action plan will be brought forward. It is anticipated that the strategy and action plan will be ready for the autumn and December respectively.

	6 June 2011
	OFMdFM Oral Questions

Mr P Robinson First Minister: As far as the CSI strategy is concerned, a meeting took place among party leaders after the election and before the appointment of Ministers. At that meeting, we discussed a number of policy issues that had not been resolved, one of which was the CSI initiative. We agreed that a representative from each of the five parties in the Assembly will look at the timetable and the key issues involved. As far as the OFMDFM Committee is concerned, the deputy First Minister and I gave a commitment to provide it with all the submissions that have been made. At present, we are carrying out an analysis of the submissions, which we intend to publish along with a commentary on them. The analysis should be available on our website and can be made available to any Member who wants it.

	24 October 2011
	Programme for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration

Ms Gildernew asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister to outline progress on the programme for cohesion, sharing and integration.  

Mr O’Dowd: Work has recently been completed to analyse the many responses that were received during the consultation period on the draft programme for cohesion, sharing and integration (CSI). Copies of the individual consultation responses, an independent analysis report and a response to the consultation were submitted to the Committee for the Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister on 27 September.

That documentation has also been shared with members of a cross-party working group. Party leaders agreed to the establishment of that group in June, and representatives from each of the five main parties were nominated. The group’s membership comprises junior Ministers Anderson and Bell, Conall McDevitt of the SDLP, John McCallister of the Ulster Unionist Party and Chris Lyttle of the Alliance Party. The group held its first meeting on 27 September and has since met weekly. At its most recent meeting, members received a presentation by the independent consultant who carried out the analysis of the consultation. The working group will use that information as it considers the detail of the consultation responses, and will set out the way forward in due course.

Ms Gildernew: Go raibh míle maith agat. There has been quite a bit of departmental support for good relations. Will the Minister outline, for example, the shared education programme that has been developed in Fermanagh and which is no longer going to be funded? Could that be funded under the CSI strategy?
Mr O’Dowd: I am aware, through my education role, of the programme in Fermanagh to which the Member refers. I am also aware that The Atlantic Philanthropies are involved in that programme. It would be wrong of me to state what, if any, programmes are to be funded in future. We have to ensure that the CSI strategy is completed. The five-member working group comprises all parties, which makes it more difficult to know who leaked the document to the papers; that was unhelpful. It is important that the group completes its work and we move on to the next stage.



	26 October 2011
	Consultation Responses from OFMdFM website
The responses to the consultation can be accessed at the link below.

· Cohesion, Sharing and Integration Consultation responses
Analysis report on the consultation 

A copy of the independent consultation analysis report can be accessed from the link below. 

· Cohesion, Sharing and Integration - Consultation Analysis Report
OFMDFM Response to the Consultation

OFMDFM has produced a response to the issues raised during the consultation and this can be accessed from the link below.

· OFMDFM Response to the Consultation on Cohesion, Sharing and Integration


	14 October
2011
	Assembly Questions
Cohesion, Sharing and Integration Strategy

3. Mr Dallat asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister for their assessment of the consultation responses to the cohesion, sharing and integration strategy which purported that the 2005 ‘A Shared Future’ document was more cohesive in its vision for a shared society.  (AQO 723/11-15)

5. Mr McCallister asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister for their assessment of the responses that have been received to the consultation on the cohesion, sharing and integration strategy. (AQO 725/11-15)

Mr P Robinson: Mr Principal Deputy Speaker, with your permission, I will ask junior Minister Jonathan Bell to answer this question.

Mr Bell (Junior Minister, Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister): Thank you very much, Mr Principal Deputy Speaker.

The consultation on the programme for cohesion, sharing and integration (CSI) attracted 288 written responses and included a wealth of views and material gathered from 11 public meetings and 15 targeted sectoral meetings. Those were in addition to the information that was collected through the omnibus survey. Our priority now is to achieve political consensus on the range of issues that will enable a final document and an associated high-level action plan to be published. To that end, all parties represented on the Executive have nominated members to the cross-party working group. That group has been meeting almost weekly since Tuesday 27 September, with, I think, one exception, and it will meet more regularly if necessary.

The public consultation’s purpose was to garner wider opinion on the draft proposals, to enable all points of view to be considered and to draft the final version of the policy. The individual responses and the consultation analysis will inform the group’s work plan over the coming weeks as it seeks to agree on a strategic direction against each of the themes that have emerged.

I should, perhaps, Mr Principal Deputy Speaker, have said that, with your permission, I intend to answer questions 3 and 5 together because they are on identical themes.

We recognise that the consultation process raised a number of important issues, which I can come back to. The good news is that we carried out a consultation, that we are listening to what was said in it, and that we are trying to tailor our document to provide something that will be really useful in taking forward good relations policy.

2.45 pm

Mr Dallat: I welcome the junior Minister’s positive response. I certainly agree that the House needs good news about such issues. Is it not a sad irony, however, that the consultation found that the document drawn up by a direct rule Minister was more desirable than the one drawn up under the present Administration?

Mr Bell: I welcome and encourage your positive contribution. Junior Minister Anderson and I also welcome the very positive cross-party contributions that we have seen. This is not the time for point scoring. The Ulster Unionists and the SDLP had their chance to deliver a document but they significantly failed to do so. They could not even agree on a document that would go to the Executive. I appreciate that it is hard for them to see someone else come along and actually do the job, get universal agreement on that job — including agreement from the Ulster Unionist Party — and put it out for consultation.

It was important that we got to work on young people, for example. I worked as a social worker with young people for 21 years. The response from the youth sector was this: “You have, in parts, demonised young people. So what you need to do in your document is to reflect the positive contribution that they have made”. Was that a criticism? Yes. Was that criticism right? In my opinion, it was. Will the final document reflect what was in the consultation? It will. Will we have a better document than the one that we had before? Yes, and it will be better because of that constructive criticism from the youth sector, which also gave us a lot of encouragement. It may not be perfect, but half a loaf is better than no bread.

Mr McCallister: It is probably good that the junior Minister left the Ulster Unionist Party on that principled stand over the CSI document. I congratulate him on continuing with his good work. Given Joanne Wallace’s response to the group and to the Committee for the Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister, which my colleague chairs, and her criticisms of the document, how committed is he to redrafting the entire document?

Mr Bell: I think that the paucity of the Member’s question is reflected in the fact that he has to go back to a previous century, but then maybe that is where his party actually is.

The reality is that the Ulster Unionists and the SDLP had an opportunity. What they needed to do was to get a document agreed by the Executive and put it out for consultation. Did they fail? They clearly did. Now, I do not want to shine a light on the SDLP on this point, because I know how difficult it is for that party when a light is shone on it. [Interruption.] The Member for South Belfast is shouting from a sedentary position. The reality for him is that we got a document —

Mr McCallister: Nobody likes it.

Mr Bell: We got a document agreed by the Executive. Mr McCallister is shouting, “Nobody likes it”. If that is the case, why did the Ulster Unionist Minister agree to it being put out to consultation? [Interruption.] So, the reality is that —

Mr Principal Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr Bell: — we need to get agreement on a way forward. You may joke, point score and fail, but the reality is that we need to get a document that reflects the good work that is being done on the ground. I see people in the Suffolk Lenadoon Interface Group coming together, which is in contrast to the immaturity that I see here. In my constituency, I see conflict murals coming down and images reflecting a positive heritage going up. I see children from my area meeting children from a different area, and the same thing is happening in Foyle. The community folks are well ahead of your simple point scoring.

Ms J McCann: Go raibh maith agat, a LeasCheann Comhairle. I thank the Minister for his comments so far. Will he confirm that the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender sector was also contacted during the CSI consultation and that its views will be taken on board by the five-party working group?

Mr Bell: I am happy to confirm that all groups have been involved in the programme, which reflects the needs of all groups in all sections of our society. The programme for cohesion, sharing and integration will benefit everybody in our community, but its core focus must be on tackling sectarianism and racism. We want to build a strong community in Northern Ireland in which all people, regardless of their race, colour, political opinion, age, gender, disability or sexual orientation, can live, work and socialise in a context of fairness, equality, rights, responsibilities and respect. The House and the watching public will look at the Members who are trying to shout me down when I speak about fairness, equality, rights, responsibilities and respect. That is probably more worthy of Basil Brush than Basil McCrea.

The programme recognises the promotion of equality of opportunity as being an integral aspect of building a better future for everyone. That is what it is about and is what the community is interested in. Some communities are well ahead of us: progress is being made in Strangford, and I hear about what is happening in Foyle and in Belfast. We want not only to ensure that we have the programme but that we commit ourselves as a society to tackling hate crime and to developing a zero tolerance approach to all incidents that are motivated by hate and prejudice.

Mr Humphrey: Will the Minister confirm his and, indeed, this party’s commitment to building the long-held commitment of a shared future? Does he agree that all parties in the House should work together to ensure a final strategy for the benefit of all people in Noarthern Ireland?

Mr Bell: I am more than happy to confirm not only the position of OFMDFM but the position of our party to a 100% commitment to a shared future agenda. The Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister has put its money where its mouth is. We have not only talked about the programme but have issued the document and provided 30% additional funding despite cuts from the Ulster Unionists and Conservatives. We are interested in building a shared future and reaching agreement on shared housing. The First Minister has led from the front on sharing and integration. We also have a coherent consideration of the issue of shared space. As I said, I have just come from an event in the Bowtown community in my constituency. That community has removed symbols of conflict and is developing a positive youth agenda. Frankly, folks, in this House, we should get behind such communities rather than joke about them.
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