Shared Future Housing – Carran Crescent

NIHE and Ulidia Housing Association received two UK Housing Awards from the Chartered Institute of Housing on 8 November 2007.
Outstanding Achievement Award – NI

Outstanding Achievement Award – UK

The Winners for each category were announced at the UK Housing Awards Ceremony and Lunch, which took place at the London Hilton, Park Lane, and was hosted by Chris Lowe of BBC News 24 with inspirational guest speaker Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson DBE.

The project, a scheme of 20 houses developed by Ulidia Housing Association in partnership with the Northern Ireland Housing Executive is the first housing project to be completed under the principles of the ‘Shared Future’ document of April 2005 that outlined the Government’s vision for a peaceful , inclusive and fair society.

The houses were allocated to applicants on the Housing Waiting List from diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds, each of whom signed up to a voluntary Neighbourhood Charter based on the principles of equality and respect for diversity. The community is also supported by s Shared Future Housing Officer, a post funded jointly by the NIHE and Ulidia.

The project in Carran Crescent addresses the vision of shared communities in a deeply divided society by identifying ways in which imbalances in public housing patterns can be addressed and integrated communities achieved. This was aptly summarised by Peter Hain, the Secretary of State at the official opening when he stated that; “the make-up of the community in Carran Crescent demonstrates the diversity of the new Northern Ireland.

