



John Simmons, Committee Clerk
Committee for Education
Room 242 
Parliament Buildings 
Belfast, BT4 3XX.

E-mail committee.education@niassembly.gov.uk
Fax 028 9052 1371
 

Dear John
                                                                      
Written submission on the Education Bill
The Community Relations Council’s (CRC) strategic aim is to “promote a peaceful, inclusive, prosperous, stable and fair society founded on the achievement of reconciliation, equality, co-operation, respect, mutual trust and good relations.”  We do this by 

· Identifying and developing new and effective approaches to peace-building and reconciliation in partnership with people, organisations and government

· Promoting the adoption of good relations policies and practice at local, community and institutional level

· Assisting communities and institutions in working through and beyond the legacies of the Troubles

In a changing environment, CRC works by promoting constructive and relevant dialogue, by actively supporting those taking real risks for relationship building, by acting as a practical bridge between groups in society and between the public, private, voluntary and community sectors, and by promoting wider learning through developing better practice.  

Education Vision

CRC welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Education Bill and we hope our comments contribute to the Bill at this Committee stage.  CRC’s vision of education is one where the opportunities for meeting, sharing and collaboration are maximized and it is within this context that our observations are made.
· Equality & Good Relations.  It is unfortunate there are no direct text references to equality, good relations or community relations.  Council acknowledges DENI is bound by Equality legislation but believes the bill could be strengthened if direct reference was made to the various duties within the text.  

· Preamble.  Whilst the ‘Functions and general duty of EAS’ set out the duties of ESA it would be useful if there was a preamble to the Bill which addressed the divided nature of our society; clearly setting out how this re-structuring and re-organisation will contribute to the reconciliation of our communities, our society and more importantly how it will encourage interaction between young people.  The Bill has a real opportunity to set a new course of direction for how children and young people engage with other within an education setting.  

· Council also calls on the Committee to amend the text in the ‘Functions and general duty of ESA’ (Clause 2-2-a) and the General duty of the Department and DEL (Clause 23-3-1-b).  There is no mention of good relations or community relations and feel it is crucial the new ESA take into consideration the segregated nature of our society and legacy issues.  It is the responsibility of all government departments and their respective bodies, education in this instance, to promote good relations.  ESA etc must execute their functions in a way that prepares children to live in a diverse society, thereby respecting difference and promoting reconciliation.  It is not enough to confine this to internal teaching through civics teaching; it must go further and embed from the outset the need to enable high-quality and sustained engagement on a cross-sectoral and cross-community basis; this should form part of school development plans.     
This Bill has the opportunity to mainstream a commitment of collaboration and engagement across all educational structures.  
· ESA & provision of educational & youth services & facilities (clause 15-2).  Council is pleased ESA has included a reference to working with others on educational & youth services.  This is particularly important in the context of developing and implementing best practice and benefiting from the skills of others who work with young people.  
· Activities (clause 15-2-b (youth service). Council would like to see a broad definition of activities.  It is important activities are well thought out actions that contribute to the growth of the young person.  Whilst there is obviously a need for social activities it is important to consider how they benefit a broader programme of development.
· Community Governors (clause 35).  Council is pleased with the insertion that community governors should live or work in the local community.  Council suggests the inclusion of a provision which advocates training and support for these managing bodies in terms of good relations and equality thereby promoting inclusion and diversity. 
· Schools Estate.  Council also seeks clarification on the area of asset management.  The Committee should examine how the Bill enables the schools estate to develop as a network of shared paces and the implications this will have for the management, planning and maintenance of such spaces as shared.   
Council hopes the above comments are taken constructively.  Equality and good relations must be core objectives and be mainstreamed.  This is an important discussion which CRC looks forward to continuing with the Committee.  

Contact: Gemma Attwood, Policy Officer, gattwood@nicrc.org.uk 
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