CRC SPEECH

It is a great privilege to be given this opportunity to speak here today and I would like to thank you for the invitation.  
As many of you gathered here know, the plight of victims is an issue that is close to my heart.  Through the decades I have met many individual victims, families and victim’s groups to discuss the difficulties that they face.  I am all too aware of the pain they have suffered; the struggle they have been through; and the concerns they still have about the future. 
For many years victims were the forgotten legacy of the troubles.  The compensation that many received was derisory; their stories were untold; their pain was all too often the silent suffering behind closed doors.  

The strength that victims have demonstrated through those dark days needs particular praise.  Grief was dealt with primarily in the home and with the support of family and friends.  In the darkest hours you found the strength to carry on.  I know many who are full of admiration for the way their widowed parent picked themselves up and struggled through their loss to minimise the pain for their children.  This was no easy task.  They robbed you of your loved one; but you never allowed them to rob you of your spirit or dignity.  There are many who have suffered years of physical pain through injury which is a legacy of what happened here. 
The terms courage, strength and dignity were your watchwords.  
It is this spirit which continues today and has helped build a vibrant and confident victims sector.  We hope to fully give a strong and clear voice to those who have previously been all too seldom heard.   We are also determined to build a brighter and better future for all the people of Northern Ireland.  I know that every single person in this room will share my desire that not one more victim should be created.  I hope and pray that this will be the case.   
I hope that the message is clear from Government that you are no longer alone. We want to help and support you every step of the way. Since devolution we have worked tirelessly on the Victims and Survivor’s agenda – we have an unprecedented amount of money available for individuals and groups; we have a new proposed strategy and the new Commissioners. I am pleased that all Victims’ groups will have more money to deal with this year with the increase in the core funding.  
The new schemes open up new opportunities for initiatives and proposals to help Victims.  I would urge all of you here to get involved and maximise the possible benefits. 

Many of those who lost a loved one are still waiting for justice.  Many are still striving for the truth.  For some that will never come; but there are many who will never give up hope.  We will support your right to seek and hope for justice while ensuring that all that is possible is done to achieve that.  The recent developments in the Omagh case need careful scrutiny.  Justice is the absolute right of every victim and every victim’s family.  This must be protected. 

The draft strategy for Victims and Survivors is currently out for consultation.  It is imperative that we hear from as many people as possible in order to get the best possible feedback in order to enhance the strategy.  This is your strategy and it must be tailored to your needs and fit for purpose.  

We are determined to get it right for Victims and Survivors.  We want all those who suffered to be the masters of the future, and not just the victims of our history.  Victims and Survivors must receive the dividend that devolution has brought.   We acknowledge that across Northern Ireland there were many different experiences of the troubles.  We recognise that there is no “quick fix” or “one size fits all” solution.  What we do want is to meet that need whatever that need is.  We can do this by protecting victims from further hurt; by ensuring better counselling facilities; by allowing the opportunities for Victims to be able to remember in a way they are comfortable with; and by providing financial support where this is necessary.  
These are only some of the many ways that Government can help victims and survivors. 
I hope that the actions of Government since devolution has given you confidence that you are not, and will never be forgotten.  Thank you again for this opportunity to speak to you. 
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