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We await with
interest the
government
strategy on

Cohesion,
Sharing and
Integration
which is
intended to
show how the

Programme for

Government’s
vision of a
shared and
better future is
to be achieved.

From the editor

Work in Progress...

Spring 2008 marked the 10th anniversary of the Good Friday/
Belfast Agreement and the first anniversary of the restoration of
a devolved executive. There is still much disagreement between
the parties but the achievement and survival of cross-community
partnership government provides an important framework for
building a long term peace.

The symbolism of partnership, however, is not enough. Building
a shared society to replace the conflict and division from which
we are only now starting to emerge will take time. But it will not
happen on its own. It requires leadership, a determination to
tackle rather than avoid the difficult issues and searching for
solutions based on the principle of sharing rather than separation.

Work has already begun on this, both at a community level and
among many public authorities. There is still much to do. We
await with interest the government strategy on Cohesion, Sharing
and Integration which is intended to show how the Programme
for Government’s vision of a shared and better future is to be
achieved.

This issue of CRC NEWS includes highlights of last month’s
Community Relations Week which was intended both as a
showcase and a celebration of the work already happening at a
community and public authority level and as an opportunity to
engage local people in addressing the difficult issues of segregation
and division.

The involvement of district councils and other public bodies as
well as a wide range of voluntary and community groups is an
indication of a real commitment and desire by very many people
to take both small and large steps towards a shared future. This
is work in progress.

The Community Relations Council would like to thank all those
who planned events in Community Relations Week or who
attended them. Your actions will have been an encouragement
to others and will have helped every week to become a community
relations week.

Staff update

Staff additions at CRC since January 2008:
Emma Dargan and Peter Day have been appointed as

EU Programme Development Officers. Graham Parkinson
has been appointed as Finance Officer in the EU
Programme. Bebhinn McKinley is covering maternity
leave for Policy Officer Gemma Attwood.
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Some 150 events
took

place during
Community
Relations Week
2008, organised
by public,
community and
voluntary groups
throughout
Northern Ireland.

150 events demonstrate important

work in progress

ommunity Relations Week 2008 took place from April

26 to May 3, just weeks after the 10th anniversary of the
Good Friday Agreement. Under the theme Work in Progress
Towards a Shared and Better Future, the week reflected on
the progress that has been made to improve community
relations in Northern Ireland since 1998, but also made
the important point that much still needs to be done.

Some 150 events took place during the Community
Relations Week 2008, organised by public, community and
voluntary groups throughout Northern Ireland. Almost all
of Northern Ireland’s 26 local councils organised or
contributed to events. In addition to CRC’s main launch
event for the week, both Derry and Newry councils organised
launch events in their areas.

Community Relations Week got underway on Saturday
April 26 with a youth event at Parliament Buildings, Stormont
organised by the Education and Library Boards’ Inter-board
Youth Service and entitled ‘“Your Past-Our Future?’. This
involved some 200 young people from across Northern
Ireland and included a debate in Stormont’s Senate Chamber
and community relations workshops, as well as music,
dance and other activities.

The Northern Ireland Children’s Enterprise and SELB Youth
Service were among the many organisations engaging with
young people on a wide range of issues affecting them and
their local communities.

Other events concentrated on the arts and the part they
play in transforming communities. As part of the Arts
Council’s Re-imaging Communities Fund, Ards Borough
Council launched a new mural and the Ulster Museum
unveiled artwork by the Sure Start Chinese mothers and
toddlers group.

Also contributing to the week’s events were the churches.
Cookstown Churches Forum held interviews and discussions
with a panel including Reverend Paul Symonds OBE, the
Irish School of Ecumenics held a seminar entitled, ‘The
Churches and Community Relations: Marginalisation or
Reconciliation? and Dungannon Area Clergy Forum hosted
a workshop developing their planned activities for the
next year.

The integration of ethnic minority groups into our society
was a main feature of events run by many district
councils, including, Ballymena, Antrim and Fermanagh.

Derry City Council held a large number of events
including ‘DiverseCity,” an exhibition exploring the
culture and traditions of ethnic minorities living in
Derry. Information packs for migrant workers were
launched by Magherafelt District Council and Antrim
Borough Council.

The Housing Executive’s events included the launch of the
Good Relations Project Awards, established in association
with the Community Relations Council, which aims to
encourage members of the Housing Community Network
to become involved in their communities by undertaking
practical projects.

All-in-all, Community Relations Week included a rich
diversity of quality events on issues of key importance to
Northern Ireland. This is important work in progress. The
real prize lies ahead.

Pictured above, launching Community Relations Week
in L’Derry were Deputy Mayor, Patricia Logue and Sue
Divin and Carol Stewart, Derry City Council community
relations officers.



Much progress
has been made in
Northern Ireland,

but in reality
most of the hard
work remains to
be done.

Ten years on: the real work must now begin

Key figures from the community
and voluntary sectors as well as
representatives from government
discussed the status of good relations
in Northern Ireland 10 years on from
the Good Friday Agreement at the
annual CRC policy conference on
April 30. Entitled ‘10 Years After
The Agreement — Reconciliation
Postponed?’ the event took place in
Belfast’s Europa Hotel.

Speakers included new CRC Chairman,
Tony McCusker, Head of the NI Civil
Service, Sir Nigel Hamilton, and CRC
Chief Executive, Duncan Morrow. A
panel presentation, chaired by Breidge
Gadd CBE, included Robin Wilson,
Baroness May Blood and Rev Norman
Hamilton.

Duncan Morrow said that much
progress has been made in Northern
Ireland, but in reality most of the hard
work remains to be done.

“Peace building is not a project that
is decided in a single political act,
no matter how significant that act.
Agreeing to share government is
momentous, but reconciliation is also
all the things that flow from that act,
not just the self-congratulation of old
enemies or the great achievements of
prime ministers,” Dr Morrow said.

Dr Morrow said that the pace of future
positive change didn’t have to be slow

and that we all had to challenge what
is accepted to be realistic. He added
that many acts which in the past would
have seemed impossible have taken
place and that Northern Ireland should
aspire towards taking many more.

“What we now know is setting revenge
aside is only one of the steps.
Committing to a shared future in which
the other is now part of the new is the
second. And in the absence of the
second step, we will remain stranded,
unable to go back, unwilling to go
forward and caught in a society of
hostility, festering bitterness and
gridlock,” Dr Morrow continued.

He said that politicians have a central
role to play in moving Northern Ireland
further forward and that community
relations work, good relations work,
community engagement and tackling
hard issues remain a vital part of any
future building.

“The Community Relations Council
has no monopoly on any of this,” Dr
Morrow continued. “But | do believe
that we have a vital role to play in the
midst of the complexities of balancing
realism and unrealism. Somebody
has to be licensed to be unrealistic,
even if only to keep the nature of
the agenda ahead of us in public view
and to roll up our sleeves and get
on with the work of making some of
it real.”

Sir Nigel Hamilton

Concluding with one plea he stressed
that this work is not about “one project
saving the world” but more realistic
language speaks of seeds, growth
and fruits.

“The fruits of all of this remain to
be seen, but your work contains
much of the evidence for hope of a
harvest. The task now is not to
withdraw investment, but to plant
more widely.”

(Duncan Morrow’s speech from
the conference can be viewed or
downloaded at www.nicrc.org.uk.)

Tony McCusker



“Community
Relations Week
is important
because it
identifies and
celebrates the
range of work
and activity that
goes on
throughout
Northern Ireland
to build a
peaceful and
shared future.”

New CRC Chairman centrally involved in CR Week

ne of the people involved in setting up the Community

Relations Council 20 years ago has recently been
elected Chairman. Tony McCusker, who retired as a senior
civil servant in 2005, has been a CRC council member for
three years. During his time in the civil service, he worked
as an adviser in the Office of the First and Deputy First
Minister during the Trimble and Mallon administration and
for the NIO, including as adviser to former Secretary of
State for Northern Ireland, Mo Mowlam.

Mr McCusker was centrally involved in Community Relations
Week 2008, attending launch events in Belfast, L'Derry
and Antrim, speaking at the CRC policy conference and
helping launch the Northern Ireland Housing Executive’s
Shared Race Relations Charter on May 2.

Tony also presented the annual CRC Award for Exceptional
Achievement to Anne Carr, who chairs West Belfast
organisation Community Dialogue.

Mr McCusker says that Community Relations Week is
important because it identifies and celebrates the range of
work and activity that goes on throughout Northern Ireland
to build a peaceful and shared future. However, he says
that much work remains to be done.

“We still, in the main, educate our children separately;
despite many years of employment legislation, it is still
the case that very few Catholics work in predominantly
Protestant areas and very few Protestants work in Catholic
areas. Sectarian hate crime still averages around 30 incidents
a week and a further 20 cases of race hate crime occur
weekly. The so called ‘peace walls’ are forever with us and
have even grown in number, the last wall crossing the
grounds of an integrated school in North Belfast,” he says.

And he says that there is a very clear link between division
and disadvantage.

“The disadvantaged communities of the 70s, 80s and
90s are still mainly the disadvantaged communities
at the start of the 21st century and they are also the
communities which still experience sectarianism and hate
crime.

“The solutions are not easy. But how the Executive delivers
its programme for Government will make a significant
difference. In the past the delivery of strategies on poverty,
urban regeneration and good relations tended to operate
in isolation. But it is abundantly clear that there needs to
be a joined up approach to address the problems of
sectarianism, poverty and disadvantage in a much more
cohesive way.

“The programme for government argues for such an approach
to the delivery of all public services, but if these areas
suffering continuing conflict and disadvantage are to enjoy
the shared and better future to which the Programme for
Government aspires, then the words need to come off the
page and make a real and lasting impact in all communities.

“The challenge is great - for if a residual combination of
poverty, disadvantage and sectarianism remains, then
there continues to be a significant threat to the stability
of communities and to the peace process itself,”
Mr McCusker adds.

The annual Community Relations Award for Exceptional
Achievement was presented by Tony McCusker,
Chairman CRC, pictured above, during Community
Relations Week to Anne Carr, Chair of Community
Dialogue, an organisation she helped found. A tireless
community relations campaigner, Anne was a founder
member of the Women’s Coalition, is a passionate
supporter of integrated education and chairs the Board
of Governors of All Children’s Controlled Primary School
in Newcastle which she helped set up.



“A shared
future is
unthinkable
without

the active
involvement of
young people.”

Youth events point the way to the future

ver 200 14-20 year-olds converged on Parliament

Buildings, Stormont on Saturday April 26 as part of a
festival to celebrate the contribution that youth work and
young people have made to the development of a more
peaceful society, and to point the way to a shared future.
This was just one of dozens of events focusing on youth to
take place during Community Relations Week 2008.

The Stormont event was sponsored by the Minister for
Education Caitriona Ruane and Chair of the Education
Committee, Sammy Wilson.

The day-long event, entitled ‘Your Past, Our Future’, was
organised by the five Education and Library Boards’ Youth
Service in partnership with the Department of Education
and CRC. It marked the start of Community Relations Week.

It included debates in the Senate Chamber on youth issues,
interactive workshops examining key themes such as the
meaning of diversity and building trust and creative
workshops on dance, drama and music.

“The event has been led by a panel of young people drawn
from all of the five ELBs who have put such energy and
enthusiasm into planning and organising this festival,” said
Matt Milliken, Assistant Advisory Officer for Community
Relations at the South Eastern Education and Library Board.

“A shared future is unthinkable without the active
involvement of young people. The event provided a unique
opportunity for young people to simultaneously express
and demonstrate their desire to live in a way that was freer
than before. The event was typified by fun and energy, and
created a ‘feel-good-factor’ around serious topics.”

The role of young people in community relations work was
also celebrated at a number of other events throughout

the week. Youth Link NI celebrated church-based peace
building youth work with a special event at the Black Box
in Belfast using story telling and music. Northern Ireland
Children’s Enterprise gave young people the opportunity
to discuss community relations issues in a Let’s Talk style
event at Australia House.

In addition, Southern Regional College in Armagh held
training sessions for College students challenging prejudice
and discrimination and Banbridge District Council invited
secondary schools in the area to debate ‘The Ulster Scots
and the Irish Language: a waste of time and money?’.

In L’Derry, REACH Across presented certificates to young
people who had completed community relations training
and school pupils displayed anti-sectarian posters they
created as part of a project with The Junction and Derry
City Council. At the Guildhall in L'Derry, an audience of
local sixth formers held a Let’s Talk discussion with a panel
of local politicians, chaired by BBC’s David Dunseith.

In Lisburn the YMCA ran community relations sessions for
their youth clubs, where young people explored what
community relations means to them and how they can play
their part as valued individuals and citizens. In Newry and
Mourne 16 schools took part in a cross community schools
quiz and in Newtownstewart, over 300 young people from
schools in Omagh and Strabane met with the Minister for
Employment and Learning on youth related issues.

Pictured above, Enya Murphy from Castlewellan at the
Stormont youth event on Saturday April 26 which saw
around 200 young people converge on Parliament
Buildings. She is pictured with Thomas Castles from
North Belfast, Louise Robinson from Derry, Duncan
Morrow (Chief Executive of CRC), Dionne Pollock from
Glengormley and Darren Scott-Murphy from Newry.
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“Efforts to
grow the
economy will
continue to be
significantly
hindered if
division is not
at the same
time being
addressed at
its roots.”

Role of economy and business In
community relations explored

he economy and the role of business in improving

community relations in Northern Ireland featured
prominently during Community Relations Week 2008.
Several events touched on the economy and business,
including the Northern Light Review, which sought to
explore the role of the private sector in community relations
at a seminar in Belfast’s Europa Hotel. The May Day rally
in Belfast city centre, organised by the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions, also included a celebration of diversity and
interdependence, and a seminar on racism in the workplace
took place in Newtownabbey.

In addition, a conference on the role of the EU in the
Northern Ireland peace process was held. It was part of the
consultative process to enable the preparation of a report
to the EU’s Economic and Social Committee.

CRC Chief Executive, Duncan Morrow, says that community
relations and the economy in Northern Ireland are very
closely linked.

“We believe that growing a dynamic, innovative economy
is vital to the future well-being of Northern Ireland. However,
in our view, growing the economy will not alone solve
Northern Ireland’s problems. And indeed, we believe the
economy cannot achieve its potential, and efforts
to grow the economy will continue to be significantly

hindered, if division is not at the same time
being addressed at its root,” Dr Morrow continues.

“Now is a time of considerable opportunity for Northern
Ireland economically and socially and | would call on
everyone in society, including government, business and
members of the general community to play their part in
ensuring that division does not continue to hamper Northern
Ireland from achieving its potential. Government of course
has a leading role to play in this, but creating a shared
future is everyone’s responsibility,” Dr Morrow adds.

The Northern Light Review event on the Wednesday of
Community Relations Week was organised jointly by Clir
lan Parsley of the Alliance Party and CRC. The panel of
speakers included Duncan Morrow, Professor Pauline Murphy
of the Irish Association, Neil Gibson from Oxford Economics
and Quintin Oliver from Strategem, who chaired the seminar.
The event was attended by members of the business
community as well as other professionals and representatives
from the voluntary sector.

Pictured at the NLR event are ClIr lan James Parsley,
Neil Gibson of Oxford Economics, Quintin Oliver of
Strategem, Duncan Morrow of CRC, Annika Nestius
Brown of the Northern Light Review and
Professor Pauline Murphy of the Irish Association.



Cultural diversity
was the theme of
numerous events
across Northern

Ireland.

Cultural diversity events took place
across Northern Ireland

Newry and Mourne District Council hosted members
of the GX Global Exchange project, which partners
young people from Mombasa in Kenya with local young
people, during Community Relations Week. And cultural
diversity was also the theme of numerous other events
across Northern Ireland.

Representatives from GX Global Exchange participated in
several events, including training projects on the effect of
hate crime, and gave their views on how fair trade impacts
on our lives. Representatives also attended the CR Week
launch event in Belfast, where they talked about the
exchange project.

In Belfast, the Ulster Museum unveiled the results of a two
month-long local community project as part of the Museum’s
outreach programme. Although the museum itself is closed
for a £14.7million rejuvenation project, the focus was on
the hoardings at the site.

The Ulster Museum’s educational staff teamed up with the
Sure Start Chinese Mothers and Toddlers group as well as
local artist Anushiya Sundaralingam to produce four panels
which will be displayed outside the Ulster Museum until
it reopens in June 2009.

The panels were inspired by the Ulster Museum’s extensive
fashion collection dating from 1800 to present day. Also
included is a beautiful Chinese silk dress belonging to one
of the group.

Many areas celebrated their cultural diversity with parties
like the lunch party organised by the Chinese Group at the
YMCA in Lisburn and in Craigavon where they had an
afternoon celebration of music, dance, sport and art. At the
Linen Hall Library in Belfast five remarkable people from
the Chinese community shared their stories of settling in
Northern Ireland.

Young people sampled cultural diversity in Ballymoney
where primary school children explored Indian culture
through music dance and story telling and in Enniskillen
where a workshop and music event was provided by
Fermanagh Trust and Women of the World.

North Down celebrated the growing number of groups
representing different cultures with an evening
performance of Chinese Opera, African drumming and Indian
Dance. The Lithuanian community celebrated with a party
in Dungannon and an art exhibition in Lisburn. In Derry a
“DiverseCity” exhibition ran throughout the week at the
Junction.

At the Ulster American Folk Park in Omagh a FoodFest
celebrated traditional foods from across the globe with the
help of Omagh Ethnic Communities Support Group. Many
councils introduced and updated welcome packs for new
arrivals in their area.

Pictured above, Yu Hao Xin from Sure Start Mother
and Toddler Goup shows off the artwork project adorning
the Ulster Museum hoardings.

Pictured below, Rupa Palchowdhury from Bangor who
performed an Indian Dance at the North Down Borough
Council Diversity celebrations.
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Exploring the role
of churches
together in

society.... and
how partnership
and collaboration
are important for
that role.

Churches address building communities

‘[uilding community: churches in partnership’ was the

theme of a meeting in the Long Gallery at Stormont
on Monday April 28, organised by CONNECT, the
representative body for Church Fora and interchurch groups.
It was one of a number of church-based events in Community
Relations Week 2008.

The event in the Long Gallery explored the role of churches
together in society - what the challenges and opportunities
are and how partnership and collaboration are important
for that role. Partnership extends not only to churches
together but also churches in partnership with statutory
and voluntary organisations.

The opening session was addressed by Margaret Ritchie
MLA, Minister for Social Development. A panel discussion
followed with an opportunity to hear from MLAs representing
all of the political parties, including Sean Neeson of Alliance,
Jim Wells of the DUP, Danny Kennedy from the UUP and
Francie Brolly of Sinn Fein.

Dr Johnston McMaster addressed the theme through the
metaphor of investment. He focused on churches as
communities of faith, investing in civil society, social justice
and peace and reconciliation.

The Irish School of Ecumenics’ Education for Reconciliation
programme organised the event through its Churches Fora
Development Officer, Eileen Gallagher, a member of the
Community Relations Council.

‘Acknowleding the past: remembering together in church
and society’ was the theme of a conference at the Comfort
Inn Antrim on Tuesday April 29, organised by the Irish
School of Ecumenics in partnership with the Eastern region
of district council community/good relations officers. This
included officers from Castlereagh, Larne, Ballymena, Lisburn,

Antrim, Belfast, Carrickfergus, Newtownabbey and North
Down councils.

The conference examined the contemporary role of churches
and faith-based groups in peace and reconciliation
work and the commemoration of historical events in a
new context.

Speakers included Rev Ruth Patterson, Pastor Gordon
Graham, and Dr Johnston McMaster. Through interactive
workshops they considered, among other issues, the role
of churches as places of healing and reflected on the
question: ‘Has the current context changed sufficiently
to enable us to commemorate events differently?’

Cookstown District Council in partnership with Cookstown
and District Inter Church Forum organised a seminar on
‘The Way Forward’ at Loughry College, with guest speaker
Trevor Ringland from the One Small Step Campaign. They
also held a discussion on ‘A Journey Towards Healing’ at
Burnavon Arts and Cultural Centre. The panel of speakers,
chaired by Paul Clark, included Julitta Clancy, Alan McBride,
Paddy Joe McClean, Professor Robert Stout and Rev. Paul
Symonds OBE.

Other church-based events were organised by St Columb’s
Cathedral in L'Derry, which celebrated 35 years of
the Cathedral Youth Club for young people living in an
interface area, and Dungannon Area Clergy Forum. This
was a workshop to discuss report findings to shape
the work and planned activities of the forum for the
coming year.

Pictured above, Eileen Gallagher of CONNECT,
Dr Johnston McMaster and Minister Margaret
Ritchie at the event in the Long Gallery at Parliament
Buildings, Stormont.




“The Re-imaging
Communities
scheme is
aimed at
restoring

pride to
neighbourhoods
and communities
across the
whole of
Northern
Ireland.”

Positive re-imaging of communities highlighted

n 2006 the Arts Council in association with the

Community Relations Council launched the Re-imaging
Communities scheme. It was established to support local
communities replace imagery that represented the violence
and conflict of the past, with positive representations of
their community. Throughout Northern Ireland, murals,
flags and painted kerbstones which served as territorial
markers, have made way for an array of sporting, cultural
and other less intimidating images.

Community Relations Week 2008 included numerous events
addressing the issue of re-imaging local communities. Chief
Executive of the Community Relations Council, Duncan
Morrow emphasised the positive impact that this work
is having.

“Conscious that the imagery of conflict left some
communities isolated or marginalised within their towns
and cities, the Re-imaging Communities scheme is aimed
at restoring pride to neighbourhoods and communities
across the whole of Northern Ireland, leaving a legacy of
community art which attracts visitors and is a source of
pride to residents,” he said.

During Community Relations Week the Arts Council took
part in the CRC Policy Conference at the Europa Hotel.
‘Changing Images- the art of transforming our communities’
was the title of one of the workshops at which Joan
Dempster, manager of the Re-imaging Communities Project
at the Arts Council made a presentation about the work
and led discussion with participants.

Local councils that have worked closely with communities
to develop replacements for those murals featuring
paramilitary activity also showcased this work during
the week. Derry City Council launched an event to
highlight its work with community groups in successfully
re-imaging murals in the city, leading to more inclusive
local communities. Ards Borough Council held two

Queens Souare, Newtownards, aiter

events, including the launch of its re-imaged mural within
Newtowards’ Queen’s Square, pictured before, below and
after, above.

Other councils involved in Re-imaging projects
included Magherafelt District Council, which launched
the Swatragh Wall Mural. Other events taking place
during the week included a training session on Flags
and Emblems, by The Northern Ireland Council for
Integrated Education.

The Housing Executive also launched a Good Relations
Project Award scheme, to encourage members of
the Housing Community Network to develop projects
to remove barriers between communities and
promote diversity.

D

Queen’s Square, Newtownalds, before
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The Community
Relations Resource
Centre, based
since 1997 at 21
College Square
East, Belfast, is to
be re-located this
month (June) to
CRC’s main office
at 6 Murray Street
where it will
continue to
operate. All
enquiries to the
Resource Centre
should be directed
to reception

at CRC:

028 9022 7500 or
info@nicrc.org.uk.
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Available from CRC, 6 Murray Street, Belfast, BT1 6DN,
tel 028 9022 7500 (or from the publisher).
All titles are free of charge unless otherwise indicated.

A Sustainable Peace?

Research as a contribution to Peace-Building in

Northern Ireland. Published by CRC.

A series of 13 articles reflecting research completed under
the EU Peace Il Programme.

Shared Space: a research journal on peace, conflict
and community relations in Northern Ireland
Published by CRC.

Issue 5 (March 08) produced in association with the Academy
for Irish Cultural Heritages. Issue 6 (June 08) forthcoming.

Springfarm Shared Neighbourhood Report
Produced by Rubicon Consultancy. Published by CRC.

ONSs

A-Z: An alphabet of words and places familiar

to children living in the North of Ireland

A folder containing a set of educational picture posters for
young children encouraging understanding and respect for
cultural diversity. Published by CRC.

Peace and Reconciliation Worksheets for Facilitators
By Michael Doherty

Published by YES Publications (price £6.99).

Available from the publisher, 10-12 Bishop Street, Derry.
Tel (028) 7126 1941
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